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On June 13, 1966, men of the 1st Recon Battalion, 1st Marine Division, were stationed on Hill 488.

Before the week was over, they would fight the battle that would make them the most highly

decorated small unit in the entire history of the US military, winning a Congressional Medal of

Honor, four Navy Crosses, 13 Silver Stars, and 18 Purple Hearts - some of them posthumously.

During the early evening of June 15, a battalion of hardened North Vietnamese regulars and Viet

Cong - outnumbering the Americans 25 to one - threw everything they had at the 16 marines and

two navy corpsmen for the rest of that terror-filled night. Every man who held the hill was either

killed or wounded defending the ground with unbelievable courage and unflagging determination -

even as reinforcements were on the way. All they had to do was make it until dawn....
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This is one of the best books on the Vietnam war to come out in awhile. I'm still filled with awe after

reading this masterpiece of a book. It is a memoir from a veteran recon Marine about a hellish battle

on Hill 488 in Vietnam. First we learn about Ray Hildreth and get to know him pretty well as he joins

the Marines in 1965 and eventually becomes a sniper in a Recon Marine platoon. In 1966 he ships

out to Vietnam and an expanding war. Ray is assigned to 1st Platoon, Charlie Company, 1st Recon

Battalion. You can feel his fear as he goes on his first patrols with the mostly green platoon. Luckily

Sergeant Jimmie E Howard runs the platoon and guides the young Marines in this tense war zone.

Sgt. Howard is a veteran of the Korean war, where he won a Silver Star for helping defend a hill



named Bunker Hill from a massed Chinese/N. Korean attack. Howard held 30 yds of the perimeter

by himself, an amazing feat in itself.The Recon platoon gets orders to go deep into enemy territory

in the dreaded Hiep Duc Valley. (bitterly contested throughout the entire war. See Keith William

Nolan's wonderful Death Valley for more.) You can feel the tension build through the story with his

wonderful prose. (Charles Sasser helped write the book and has written many fine books about

American fighting men) 1st Platoon successfully inserts onto Hill 488 where they call in airstrikes &

artillery on NVA & VC troop concentrations. On June 15, 1966 the enemy got smart and attacked

Hill 488 hoping to wipe out the small American platoon. Only 18 Americans held the hill, 16 Marines

& 2 Navy Corpsmen. A full battalion of enemy troops (400-500 men) attacked. By all rights the

Marines should have been overwhelmed by this massive force.
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